Choices and practices of hand washing with soap in the post-COVID-19 period in Viwandani informal settlement, Nairobi, Kenya. 

In-depth Interview Guide for Community Members
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Interviewer instructions: Obtain informed consent for participation before the interview. 

Participant description: Provide a brief description of the hotspot where the participant was recruited from, gender, and age of the interviewee.

Background

The primary objective of this study is to understand the practice of handwashing with soap among residents of the Viwandani slums in Nairobi following the COVID-19 pandemic and collaborate with the community to develop strategies to encourage regular handwashing. We aim to gather insights from community members regarding their perceptions of handwashing with soap, the challenges they face in maintaining this practice, and the factors that motivate them to continue. Your participation in this research is crucial because you are an active member of the Viwandani community and frequently visit locations where handwashing is essential. The information you provide will not only help us improve hand hygiene practices but also offer valuable insights into the broader issues and contextual factors that affect the practice of handwashing with soap in the community.
1. Can you please explain to me why washing hands with soap is important? 
2. Describe to me instances when people should be washing their hands with soap? 
3. At what instances do you wash your hands with soap?
4. Briefly describe how you individually wash your hands with soap whenever you need to.
5. In your opinion, please describe the process of washing hands with soap effectively.
6. At the times when you washed your hands with soap and water, what mainly motivated you to do so? are there conditions/things that made it easier for you to wash?  please describe. 
7. At the times when you wanted to wash your hands with soap and water but did not, what prevented you from doing so? 
8. In your opinion, what should be done to ensure that people wash their hands continuously in this community?
9. Can you describe some of the places that you regularly visit, requiring you to wash your hands with soap and water.
10. Describe the challenges you face in adhering to handwashing with soap at the places you mentioned?
11. Are there any improvements you would suggest to promote the practice of handwashing with soap at these places?
12. How has your handwashing behaviour changed since the COVID-19 pandemic?
13. Are there any techniques or approaches to handwashing that you have adopted since the pandemic?
14. Have you ever received any training on proper handwashing with soap procedures?
15. How do you envision the ideal handwashing with soap model for your community? 
16. What resources do you think would be necessary to accomplish this model
17. What period were you consistently washing hands with soap?
18. What motivated to consistently wash your hands during this period and what has changed since then
19. Is there anything else you would like to share about your experiences in handwashing with soap?

