KII interview guide for Kenyan institutional repositories 
This interview is part of a study aimed at understanding the visibility of African journals. This study is being conducted by researchers from the African Population and Health Research Center (APHRC). This interview is confidential, and its purpose is to gather your thoughts and opinions about the visibility of African journals and how to improve them. There are no right or wrong answers, but rather this is an opportunity to hear your thoughts about the topic. If you agree to this, I will record the conversation in audio so that I can later remember what we talked about. I will likely be taking notes as well while we speak. I will also ask you to complete and sign an informed consent form. You will keep a signed copy with you.
Thanks in advance for agreeing to participate in this activity.
Exploring the existing editorial practices among African journals 
1. What specific editorial processes are currently employed by African journals? (Probe: how are you following the editorial practices you have mentioned? What are the reasons for not following these practices) [(Editorial practices include the basic checks on manuscript structure, ethical consent, plagiarism scan, third party rights, duplications, sourcing and contacting reviewers]
2. How do African journals approach peer review and editorial decision-making?
3. What are the primary criteria used for selecting manuscripts for publication in African journals?
4. Are there any unique challenges faced by African journals in maintaining editorial quality and integrity?
5. What measures are in place to ensure the transparency and fairness of the editorial process in African journals?
6. Are there any initiatives or collaborations aimed at improving editorial practices among African journals?

Explore underlying factors affecting the editorial practices of the African journals
1. Are you aware of journal platforms, services, standards (E.g. ISSN, COPE, DOAJ etc.) and their inclusion criteria? Explain?
2. How does awareness and lack of it shape visibility platforms the African journal visibility?
3. What are the predominant cultural, societal, and institutional influences African journals access and dissemination? What practices they are following that could increase visibility of the African journals on international listing platforms? 
4. How do economic factors, such as funding constraints and resource availability, impact editorial processes/journal visibility in African journals? (Probe: How do your funding mechanisms affect your editorial practices? What would you do differently if you had more funding?)
5. To what extent do technological infrastructures and digital capabilities influence editorial workflows and practices in African journals? (How does this impact journal visibility)
6. What role do governmental policies and regulations play in shaping editorial practices within African journals?
7. How do historical legacies, including colonial histories and post-colonial influences, affect editorial norms and standards in African journals?
8. What are the implications of globalization and international collaboration on the editorial processes of African journals?
9. How do perceptions of academic quality and prestige, both within Africa and globally, influence editorial practices and standards in African journals?

Understanding the inclusion and exclusion criteria employed by major journal repositories and indexers to either list or not list African journals
1. Can you describe the specific criteria utilized by major journal repositories and indexers to determine the inclusion or exclusion of African journals in their databases?
2. How do you perceive the impact of these inclusion and exclusion criteria on the visibility and accessibility of African scholarly work within the global academic community?
3. In your opinion, what are some potential challenges or biases inherent in the criteria employed by major journal repositories and indexers when considering African journals for listing?
4. Could you elaborate on any notable instances where African journals have been either included or excluded based on the application of these criteria, and the implications of such decisions?
5. What measures could be taken by African scholarly communities or stakeholders to address any disparities or limitations in the criteria used by major journal repositories and indexers, ultimately promoting greater inclusion and representation?
Characterizing the submissions received by African journals listed vs not listed 
1. Can you provide insights into the types of submissions typically received by African journals listed in major repositories or indexers compared to those that are not listed, in terms of thematic areas, methodologies, and geographic representation?
2. How do you perceive the quality and rigor of submissions received by African journals listed versus those not listed in major repositories or indexers, and what factors do you believe contribute to any observed differences?
3. Could you discuss any discernible trends or patterns in the demographics of authors submitting to African journals listed versus those not listed, including considerations such as institutional affiliation, academic rank, and geographic location?
4. From your experience or observation, what are some potential reasons why authors may choose to submit their work to African journals that are not listed in major repositories or indexers, and how might this impact the visibility and dissemination of their research?
5. What strategies could be implemented by African journals, whether listed or not, to attract a more diverse range of high-quality submissions and enhance their scholarly impact within both local and global academic communities?
6. What influences authors' perceptions of a journal's credibility and trustworthiness?

[bookmark: _heading=h.4f1mdlm]

KII


 


interview guide for 


Kenyan


 


institutional repositories 


 


This interview is part of a study aimed at understanding the visibility of African journals. This 


study is being conducted by researchers from the African Population and Health Research 


Center (APHRC). This interview is confidential, and its purpose is to gather your thoughts and 


opinions about the visibility of African journals and how to improve 


them


. There are no right 


or wrong answers, but rather this is an opportunity to hear your thoughts about the topic. If you 


agree to this, I will record the conversation in audio so that I can later remember what we talked 


about. I will likely be taking notes a


s well while we speak. I will also ask you to complete and 


sign an informed consent form. You will keep a signed copy with you.


 


Thanks in advance for agreeing to participate in this activity.


 


Exploring the existing editorial practices among African journals 


 


1. What specific editorial processes are currently employed by African journals? (Probe: how 


are you following the editorial practices you have mentioned? What are the reasons for not 


following these practices) [(Editorial practices include the basic check


s on manuscript 


structure, ethical consent, plagiarism scan, third party rights, duplications, sourcing and 


contacting reviewer


s


]


 


2. How do African journals approach peer review and editorial decision


-


making?


 


3. What are the primary criteria used for selecting manuscripts for publication in African 


journals?


 


4. Are there any unique challenges faced by African journals in maintaining editorial quality 


and integrity?


 


5. What measures are in place to ensure the transparency and fairness of the editorial process 


in African journals?


 


6. Are there any initiatives or collaborations aimed at improving editorial practices among 


African journals?


 


 


Explore underlying factors affecting the editorial practices of the African journals


 


1.


 


Are you aware of journal platforms, services, standards (E.g. ISSN, COPE, DOAJ etc.) and 


their inclusion criteria? Explain?


 


2.


 


How does awareness and lack of it shape visibility platforms the African journal visibility?


 


3.


 


What are the predominant cultural, societal, and institutional influences African journals 


access and dissemination? What practices they are following that could increase visibility 


of the African journals on international listing platforms? 


 


4.


 


How do economic factors, such as funding constraints and resource availability, impact 


editorial processes/journal visibility in African journals? (Probe: How do your funding 


mechanisms affect your editorial practices? What would you do differently if you 


had more 


funding?)


 


5.


 


To what extent do technological infrastructures and digital capabilities influence editorial 


workflows and practices in African journals? (How does this impact journal visibility)


 




KII   interview guide for  Kenyan   institutional repositories    This interview is part of a study aimed at understanding the visibility of African journals. This  study is being conducted by researchers from the African Population and Health Research  Center (APHRC). This interview is confidential, and its purpose is to gather your thoughts and  opinions about the visibility of African journals and how to improve  them . There are no right  or wrong answers, but rather this is an opportunity to hear your thoughts about the topic. If you  agree to this, I will record the conversation in audio so that I can later remember what we talked  about. I will likely be taking notes a s well while we speak. I will also ask you to complete and  sign an informed consent form. You will keep a signed copy with you.   Thanks in advance for agreeing to participate in this activity.   Exploring the existing editorial practices among African journals    1. What specific editorial processes are currently employed by African journals? (Probe: how  are you following the editorial practices you have mentioned? What are the reasons for not  following these practices) [(Editorial practices include the basic check s on manuscript  structure, ethical consent, plagiarism scan, third party rights, duplications, sourcing and  contacting reviewer s ]   2. How do African journals approach peer review and editorial decision - making?   3. What are the primary criteria used for selecting manuscripts for publication in African  journals?   4. Are there any unique challenges faced by African journals in maintaining editorial quality  and integrity?   5. What measures are in place to ensure the transparency and fairness of the editorial process  in African journals?   6. Are there any initiatives or collaborations aimed at improving editorial practices among  African journals?     Explore underlying factors affecting the editorial practices of the African journals   1.   Are you aware of journal platforms, services, standards (E.g. ISSN, COPE, DOAJ etc.) and  their inclusion criteria? Explain?   2.   How does awareness and lack of it shape visibility platforms the African journal visibility?   3.   What are the predominant cultural, societal, and institutional influences African journals  access and dissemination? What practices they are following that could increase visibility  of the African journals on international listing platforms?    4.   How do economic factors, such as funding constraints and resource availability, impact  editorial processes/journal visibility in African journals? (Probe: How do your funding  mechanisms affect your editorial practices? What would you do differently if you  had more  funding?)   5.   To what extent do technological infrastructures and digital capabilities influence editorial  workflows and practices in African journals? (How does this impact journal visibility)  

